
The 39 counties in the State of 
Washington collectively perform 
appraisals on millions of real 
property parcels each year for 
property tax assessment purposes. 
In order to accomplish this, most 
county assessors currently use mass 
appraisal methods that analyze 
properties grouped by similar 
market influences and 
characteristics rather than by 
performing individual appraisals  
on each parcel every year.  Due to 
the large numbers of properties  
that need to be valued each year, 
individual appraisal of each parcel  
is not financially or logistically 
possible in most assessment 
jurisdictions. In addition, this 
method of appraisal provides more 
uniformity in taxation for taxpayers. 
Because of greater standardization 
in the valuation process together 
with improved consistency in the 
work of appraisers, similar homes  
in similar neighborhoods should 
receive similar market adjustments. 
The benefit to taxpayers is the 
knowledge that they are being 
treated the same as other  
property owners.
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All Counties in the State of 
Washington perform annual 
valuation
In 2009, the Legislature enacted SSB 
5368, which provided that by January 
1, 2014, all counties in the State of 
Washington will be required to 
revalue all real property on an annual 
basis.  

Annual revaluation is intended to 
result in greater uniformity and 
consistency in property tax 
assessments and a more equal 
distribution of property taxes among 
property owners within a jurisdiction. 
One of the key components of annual 
valuations is the use of the mass 
appraisal process instead of a single 
property appraisal.

Valuation and Physical Inspection 
for Annual Revaluation
There is sometimes confusion 
between the valuation of a property 
and the physical inspection of a 
property. State law requires that all 
property be valued annually and 
physically inspected at least once 
every six years. Property that is not 
inspected in a given assessment year 
is analyzed, and the values are 
updated through the use of statistics 
based on annual market data. 
Homeowners should let the assessor’s 
office know of changes which have 
occurred to their property, such as 
remodeling, additions, or removal of 
detached structures from the parcel. 
This ensures that the assessor’s office 
has an accurate property profile from 
which to determine the current 
market value.
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